











Mud mussels cooked in the fire and ready to eat. The finished product - all natural dyes from plants.

Fishing for barramundi with hand lines. A sea of termite hills all facing the same direction.

Showing us how they use field maps with fishing boundaries. Roots of two different plants used to dye palm material.



Ross’s Reflections:

Our 10 day trip to Australia was an honour and an
adventure | won't forget, with daily experiences and
great discussions with the Rangers, NAILSMA staff and
Traditional Owners in the Northern Territory.

| gave a powerpoint presentation on the Great Bear
Initiative and the Network. | discussed the bigger picture
in regards to the Network, Sandra provided a technical
overview of CoastTracker, our Regional Monitoring Strategy
and support for the Guardian Watchman within the
Network, and Richard described the practical

day-to-day activities of a Guardian Watchman from BC.
Our presentation went well and the rangers and NAILSMA
staff commented on the remarkable similarities between
our programs, and the value in continuing to build
relationships between our organizations.

Other thoughts based on my experiences:

« The “On Country” moniker is equal to the Guardian
Watchman “Eyes and Ears”. On Country powerfully
defines monitoring the lands and seas of Australia, and
| saw the On Country commitment from both Rangers
and NAILSMA. Listening to conference participants it
reminded me of our Network meetings;

« | realized that we (CGWN) are on the fast track in how
much progress we have made and have a lot to learn from
NAILSMA who have been doing this type of work for
longer and with far more resources;

Ross Wilson setting the context for the Coastal Guardian
Watchman Network.
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Ross giving the Forum Summary.

« Represent a large geographic area with very diverse
Aboriginal communities;

« Amalgamated to discuss and seek solutions to each
Nation’s position on government and user-group
pressures; and

« Strategized to provide a united position (on those
pressures).

| would suggest the GBI investigate the possible
relationships that can be built between similar organizations
such as NAILSMA around the world to raise similar issues
on a global scale. For example, a united position with First
Nations/Aborigines declaring a right to have the authority
to manage the lands, seas and resources within their
respective territories/lands, which can be related to the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
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Djelk Indigenous Protected Area boundary.



Richard’s Reflections:

This trip was an awesome experience and something

that will stay with me for a life time. The part that sticks
out to me from our trip is how advanced this group of
Australian Rangers are with the technology they use and
the partnerships they have with other agencies. Their
Department of Fisheries is a call away for them and when
they’re needed, the crew is on sight within hours. What
I'm bringing back with me is that our Watchmen need to
strengthen our relationships with the government. | loved
the culture and how they have taken control of their lands
and seas, now it is time we take control of our lands and
seas and build our own government systems.

Sandra’s Reflections:

| was impressed by the immediate solidarity between Ross
and Richard, representing Coastal First Nations guardian
watchmen and the Aboriginal rangers. The audience

was very moved watching Richard and Ross'’s videos of
traditional dances and song. My favourite moments:

« Carefully timing our crossing of the East Alligator River to
avoid the strong tidal influence. Following closely on the
bumper of the Djelk ranger vehicle plowing through 1 m
of water, two crocodiles watched us hoping for an error in
judgement;

+ Molly and Richard exchanging sayings in their respective
languages that captured the essence of their relationship
to the land — “We are Nature’s knowledge” and “We are
one heart”;

« The ease with which Djelk rangers use their |-Trackers; and

« Learning details of the CyberTracker software from Micha.

Secret ranger hand signals - Dennis and Geraldine

Richard in Stone country.

Comradery on the road - Rod Kennett with Richard and Ross.




About the Coastal Guardian Watchmen Network

The Coastal Guardian Watchmen Network is a project of the Coastal First Nations
that works with First Nations communities on the North and Central Coast and
Haida Gwaii to build stronger local Guardian Watchmen programs.

The Network:

« Provides support to increase the capacity of local Guardian Watchmen
programs;

« Facilitates communication and networking between Guardian Watchmen;
« Supports the development of a regional monitoring strategy on the coast; and

« Develops outreach materials to raise awareness about Guardian Watchmen
activities.

Our Thanks

We want to thank all those
who supported the CGWN trip
to Australia. We would like to
acknowledge and thank the
Traditional Owners for taking
the time to explain their lands,
seas, culture, language and “On
Country” purpose. NAILSMA
and The Nature Conservancy
generously provided funding

for this trip. The ‘Canadian delegation’ getting ready to leave at CFN office.

Coastal First Nations « Great Bear Initiative is an alliance of First
Nations on British Columbia’s North and Central Coast and Haida Gwaii
working together to create a conservation-based economy.

The Coastal First Nations include Old Massett, Skidegate, Council of the
Haida Nation, Metlakatla, Gitga'at, Haisla, Kitasoo/Xaixais, Nuxalk, Heiltsuk,
and Wuikinuxv.

Coastal First Nations « Great Bear Initiative
1660 - 409 Granville Street, Vancouver, BC V6C 112
Telephone: 604.696.9889 | Fax: 604.696.9887 | www.coastalfirstnations.ca





